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PART V
CROPS
Major Crops

Chelan County is the most specialized orchard area in Washington, Nearly
two~thirds of the total of 36,250 aeres of harvested cfopland is in orchards
and vineyards for growing frult muts and grapes, These tree and vine crops
cover 23,005 acres, or about 6!1 percent ol 211 the harvested cropland, In
195} Chelan ranled second among all counties of the United States in production
of apples and was tenth in the value of fruits and muts sold°

condary crops of Chelan in lﬂgh were wheat (5,600 acres)

Tinor or se
70), oats and grain hay (2,000) and potatoes (2505.

alfaifa i
Crog Trends

The crop history of any farming region reflects economic changes to a |
large degree, A rumber of changes are apparent in the emphasis and acreages

Total Aores of Iand Harvested, 1954¢
36,250 acres

Grohard Crops -
{(Tree fruits, nuts
and gmpes)

Figure 10,~ Percent of Total Cropland in leading Crops
Chelan County, 1954,
(Based on U,S. Census, Agriculture, 1954)
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Chelan County farmers have given to leading crops. These show the influences
of new market outlets and a tendency to specialize more and more in tree crops, -
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crops and types of farming for specific markets.

Since 1939, there have been severzl gener:zl trends in Chelan crop pro=
grams, OSpecializetion in fruit is a conbinuing trend and the total orchard
acreage has increased slowly from 21,800 acres to over 23,000 acres, Apple P
trees of all ages hove increased from 897,500 trees in 1939 to 961,000 in 195k, ~
Greatest increzse has been in plantings of vears in which the total mumber of
trees has gone up from 230,860 trees in 1939 to 350,850 in 195L, Grape vine s
plantings have increased over ten times those of 19039, Decrezses have occurred
in tree numbers of nlums, apricots, walmuts end filberts, In field crops there
have been small increases since 1939 in wheat, oats, barley, alfalfa hay and
commercial vegetables, Aoreages of potatoes, clover and timothy hay, rye and
field oc¥n have been on a dowrmard trend, All land in harvested crops has ine
creased from 34,000 acres in 1939 to 36,250 acres in 195), More land has been
brought under cultivation by use of irrigation systems and by extending new

orchards and grain fields onto higher lands,

ULt lad L 3= Shemts = wema  wes i)

Iree Fruits, Nuts and Grapes

Chelan County is among the ten most imporitant fruit counties of Amerieca
ANna 18 BaOoNa on . £} 1ma YT was b VILL L ™12 Sroauetion .. £ 511-11
and marketing dominates the county agricultural economy. It is practiced on

1,520 farms, or on about four-fifths of all the farm premises enumerated in

the county, TFruits, muts and grapes and other cash erops returned over
$26,595,000 to growers in 1954 and accounted for 95 parcent of all products
sold off farms, Chelan has the highest dependency on & single fruit cropee
apples~«of any other county either in Washington or the entire nation, Growerst!
sales of fruit are great enough to make Chelan the fourth ranking county of

the state in value of all products sold off fayms,

Baged on munbers of trees and velume of production by weight, the tree
crops include the following: apples (971,800 trees), pears (412,500), cherries
(6L4,900), peaches (69,700), epricots (L42,300), plums (k,070), walmuts (632)

and filberts (380).

*

Apples

e T—

Apples are the chief crop and most valuable commedity sold in Chelan
County., In 195k, there were 1,229 growers or farms with apple orchards exe
ceeding 20 trees, There were 971,800 apple trees of all ages, the second lare an
gest mumber in the state by county areas, Bearing apple trees mumbered 626,000 ~
and they yielded 8,598,755 loose boxes, the second largest production in the
state and in the United States by a county area, 7

Orcherds contain six general varieties of apple trees, Growers prefer
the Red Dellcious variety in recent plantings, By 195h, nearly half of the
commercial trees were Red Delicious followed by Winesap, 21 percent, Standard
Delicious, 17, Golden Delicious, 6, Jonathan, [T, and Rome .Beauty, 3, Recent
plantings indicated a decrease of trees in the Standard Deliciousy; Jonathan
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and Winesap varieties in favor of the more highly valued commercial varieties,
Red Delicious and Golden Delieious, 1/ :

Since 1920, Chelan County apnle orchards hiave been greatly improved by
plamtings of heavier producing trees, and rocuction has been increased hy
better horticultural practices and harvesting metiods, In 195L, there were
less than helf as many beering apple trees as im 1920, but the 195L harvest
was over a third greater in volume and weight, 2/

Table 1l7.=Apples: Trees of Bearing Age and Production
I's)

P, T et sl N
Chelan County, 1500-195k,

g

Production of Apples

Tear Bearing Trees || Year (bushels and boxes)
1900 47,483 1899 27,353 bushels
1910 121,809 1909 | 5h3,757 bushels

1920 | 1,502,182 . || 1919 | 6,300,380 bushels
1930 | 1,091,065 2929 | 83,314,053 bushels
1940 826,124 1939 | 6;267,425 bushels

1950 639,932 1949 | 8,598,755 loose boxes
195k 625,970 1/ || 195k | 12,729,753 loose boxes
/ In 195l the Census emmerated

-
only trees growing

-

Source: U,S. Census, Agriculture,

Apple orchards are concentrated on the lower slopes of three valleys,

" The largest concentration of apple trees and growers is in the Wenatchee Valley

and on a benchland of the Colwnbia River south and west of Wenatchee, Inown
ab the Wenatchee~Cashmere avea it contains about 457,000 trees owned by 660
growers, Orchards average about 70O trees per grower, About one~-eighth of
all the apple trees in Washington are in this area, Integrated with this
spacialized apple region, centered on Wenatchee, is the orchard area of East

Wenatchee in southwestern Douglas County which contains 238,000 trees,

The second important apple district is the Chelan Valley surrounding
Chelan, Manson, Lakeside, Winesap and Aswell, The Manson irrigated district
is a heavy producer. About 333,000 trees are grown here on 330 erchards which
average nearly 1,000 trees per grower, The Manson irrigation district contains
22l grovers who manage a total of 203,000 trees.

The third apple ares is the Entiat Valley in the Intiat-~Ardenvoir disw

q DA AN darooo Adens
grict. Concentrabted here are 96,000 trees divi

averafe orchard has 850 trees,
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1/ The 395h TFruit Tree Survey in North Central washigg%gg, Washington
3 Agric, lixperimert Stations, Circular 270,5Fu11man? ashington 1955,

2/ Vigshington Tree Fruits, ‘Bulletin, Uashington Crop-and Livestock .
- Reporting vexvice, USDA, AilS, and Washiagton Gtate Dept, of hgrice
Cooperating, 1952,
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Pears
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In 195k, there were 112,500 pear trees being grovm on 940 fruit farms, Chelan
was second to Yaldma  County in the state and ranked eighth among all American
counties in trees and quantity of pears harvested, Over one-fifth of g1l the

near trezs of Washineton are iy (halar Courty. Repant nlarmbinos af mnaosne hates
FUSs YANUTD WA NSl WWas Sk b wdl VTAGIE VUKW 8 SV LLNY MLEGIIVLIIRD Ul POQ&LQ iave

been large, raising the total number of trees by 45 percent since 1949,
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Chelan pear grovers specislize in two varieties, In 195h, Bartlett pear

trees made un abhont 82 narcent and Dlindcu 37 nareant Tha Raoa wand b 4o
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of minor importance, New plantings and production have been planned primsrily
for the canning market at Yakima which prefers Bartletts,

Cherrieg

‘Cherries are the third most important tree fruit in Chelan County. In
195L, there were 81,900 cherry trees and the county ranked second in the state
and 26tk nationally in the total number of trees, In production it was second
in the state and 15th in the nation, OGrowers prefer the more marketable sweet
cherry verieties, About 97 percent of the tress .are sweet cherries and 3 pEers=
cent are sour cherries, Among the sweet cherry warieties, the Lambert leads
at 51 percent followed by Bing 39, and Royal Amme.5, Cherry %ree plantings

=l (-2 L0 G A8

25000898 al B.A alalola - - = »ha¥e

nationvide fresh fruit market, This segment of the fruit industry was badly
damageq in 1955 by a severe November freeze which killed many trees outright
and injured most others to some extent.

. Table 184~ Cherries: Trees of Bearihg Age and Production
Chelan County, 1900-195L, -

Year | Bearing Trees| Year | Production of cherries
) ‘ g (tons)
, 1900 2,017 1899 us
1910 §  16,Lh7 1909 168 A S .
1920 23,693 1919 685 ot
1930 | 20,9k jl 1929 . 2,123
co Blog sl bl e
1950 | 24,989 1949 |- . 5,568
195 | 61,000 1/ | 195k | - 3,253
L/ In 1954 the Uensus emumerated only trees growirg . - N

in orchards of 20 trees or more,
Source: U,S, Census, Agricultiirg.

Commercial cherry archards are concentrated in the lower Wenatchee Valley,
martionlanrty ganth Af Waradatoas Quesmnd mlemavasar diogo o oo b o S ae T ) .
pasvallidl u.‘;‘ wlWwwil U2 vr:udu.'vuucwa MRTOL LHRLLY Lo [umuers LNl e wenatchee
Valley and the Columbia River benchlands near the mouth of the Wenatchee River
totaled about 6li,000 in the 1654 Census, There were about 500 Wenatchee Valley
farms growing sweet cherries in orchards of 20 trees or more, Cherries ave =

_fgu_nd a8 a sideldine an fridt Parme cvarrd o acoT oo [y L. IR TR PR T I VA
T OSE S SAMTALAE VA aslly Leauie piUWLLE apL.8Sg Dears &na peacnes, and oier

are some-specialized cherry orchards with over 1,000 trees, -
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Peaches

Peaches, with 69,700 trees, form another important commercial fruit crop
of Chelan County, The county ranked third in Vashington in peach production
for 195L. Uhile production was slightly down from previous years, orchardists
have mzde heevy nlantings of peaches since 1940, Peach growers have preferred
two verieties. Elbertas make up 60 percent and Hales 25 percent of all peach
trees, Peach growing has been decreasing slightly since peak production years
in the 1920!'g =nd 30%s, Recent plantings have raised the number of bearing
trees and production since 1940,

Tablel9.~ Peaches: Trees of Dearing Age and Production
Chelan County, 1900~195L,

e -]
Production of Peaches

Year Bearing Trees | Year {bushels and pounds)
1900 15,680 | 1889 14,952 bu,
1910 113,294 { 1909 5,86 tu,
1920 6L,108 1919 179,599 bu,
1930 22,939 | 1929 68,511 bu,
1940 31,L43 1939 ~105,061 bu,
1950 11,385 | 19h9 | L;550;602 1bs.
1954 1/ . 41,300 | 195k 3,395,312 1bs,
I/ In 195% the Census enumerated only trees growing

in orchards of 20 trees or more,

Source: U.S. Census, Agriculture,

Peach trees, intermixed in blocke among obher tree fr;.xits, are mainly

found in the Wenatchee, Entiat and Chelan Valleys, The Wenatchee area leads

with 360 growers owning 26,000 trees, The lower valley and the Columbia
River benchlands north and south of Wenatchee form a concentrated peach area
with 23;000 trees, The Entiat Valley district has B0 growers with a total of
about 7,000 trees, The Chelan-Manson-Azwell area has 65 growers with a total
of approximately 8,000 trees,

Agicots

Chelan is the sesmnd most important apricot-growing county of Washington,
with 51,000 trees in 195k, Apricot plantings have recently decreased and
there is a dovmward trend of commercial production, Apricot trees of bearing

.age reached a peak of 77,000 in 1940, then declined to 40,000 by 185k, Apri-

cot volume fell fram 5,690,000 pounds in 1949 to 3,261,000 pounds in 1954,
The decline in apricoet growing has been caused by less profitable market oute

- lets in home canning, commercial canning and fresh markets generally over the
. state,

Most of the apricots which are intermixed with other fruit trees are
grown in the Wenatchee Valley and its adjacent Columbia River benchlands, The
195); Census enumerated a total of 36,000 trees distributed on 40O fruit farms
in this aréa. The Chelan Valley contained about 2,000 trees and the Entiat
area 1,500,
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Plums and Prunes

0f earlier importance in Cpelan horticulture, plums and prunes have do-
creased to a minor sbtatus in recent years., From 1900 to 1920 there were over
8,000 bearing trees produsing over 750 tons per year, By 1954 bearing trees
were down to 3,000 and only 900 young trees have been planted recently, Ane
ntal harvest is down to 280 tons, Being less profiteble than other tree fruits,
plums and prunes have been removed in many orchexds and replaced by other
species sucn as apples and pears, Plums ond prunes are mainly found in the O
Wenatches Valley where there are gbout 2,800 bearing trees on 140 farms, Tl
remainder of about 200 trees are in the Entiat Valley,

(‘.!

Nuts ard Grapes

Nt tree orchards and grape vineyards are of minor importance, In 1951 -
there were 180 farms with walnut trees and 66 with filberts, HNearly 12,000
pounds of walnuts and 2,400 pounds of filberts were harvested in 195k, mainly
for local use, Iut tree horticulture has devlined, and mumbers of trees and
nut production was over one~third lower than in 1949, Chelan County ranks
third in the state in walmuts harvested and fourteenth in filberts,

Grape vineyards, in contrast to nut orchards » have been increasing, New
procesaor and fresh market outlets for Concord variety grapes have encouraged
an increase in grovers, vines planted and production, Grape production reached

— 857,009 pounds—in 195k, compared with 271,000 pounds in 1949, fifth highest in

2
the state,
Vine culture is mainly located in the middie section of the Wenatchee
Valley centered at Cashmere, There were 107 growers in the Wenatchee Valley
who had a total of 34,500 grape vines in 195L, There were 23 growers and

12,000 vines in the Chelan Valley and 33 vineyards and 800 vines in the Entiat

Vallany

VAL LTY g

Small Grains: Wheat, Barley, Oats and Rye

3 . [ Je— - e T TR . SR
Small grains, led by wheat ave the most importen h field crops o

v Cas L
Chelan County, Cash grain operations mumber only 25 to 30 farms and the total
commercial sale of grain is comparatively minor in the county!s agricultural
economy, Chelan ranks only 18th in the state as a wheat producer,

G

in recent years wheat has been grown for farm use and commercial sale in
larger volume than in the pre-war years, Higher prices and proiits in wheat
started an uptrend in ascreage and production, From low acreages of production
in 1942 and 1543 of 500 to 700 acres and 12,000 to 15,000 bushels, the wheat .
erop reached a peak of 7,200 acres and a harvest of 115,600 bushels in 1953,
Since 1953 there has been a dowrmard trend., About two~thirds of the wheat is
of th2 winter type, sown in the early fall to tale advantage of the wet season, -~
In 195h about 350 acres of wheat was grown on irrigated land and the remaining
4,500 was on sloping dryland sites grnerally too dry for fruit trees, Crowers
favor two wheat varieties, Elmar, a soft wheat, accounting for L9 percent and

" Turkey, a hard wheat, for 1)i,8 percent,
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Table 204w Varietigs of Wheat Growm
in Chelan County, 1955,

Classes and Varieties oduction | Percent of
of Whoat (Bushels) | Total Crop
White Club Wheats -
e v i i 335 100 b9.0
Hymara-------«u--—-------p 2,900 3
Common-thite Wheats , o
Baartomeccmeuecmmneene S 9,600 1.2
Idaed--~~~--------~------e 1,800 2.7
Little Club-nan--w---~—-sﬁ 900 1.3
Pacific Bluegtemeemeommann 3,800 546
Pllorat—mmmmmmem o v 5,500 8.1
Hard-Red Winter Wheats o
ULKEY ermmr e c e e e R~ 10,000 15,8
Total,all.classes-and.variaties i 37,300 100,0

Source: U,S,D,A,, AMS, Agricultursl Dstimates
Division, State of Washington

In contrast to most other eastern Washington counties, wheat and other
grains are grown in emaller fields and as a sideline or secondary crop. In
the 195l Census there were 30 growers who blanted a total of 3,655 acres of
winter wheat, giving an average of about 122 acres per farm, About 60 farmg
had a totel of 1,830 acres of spring wheat, or about 30 acres to the farm,

Wheat is grown on the lower slope lands of Chelan County's three prine
eipal valleys, The Wenatchee Valley and the Columbia River benchlands at the
mouth of the Wenatchee Valley led in 195k wheat acreage with 2,240 acres,

The Chelan Valley had 2,030 acres and the Entiat 2)0,

Barley is the second most important small grain grovn commercially and
for feed on general livestock farms, There hag been a marked uptrend in bere
ley acreage and production gince a low of 20 acres and 40O bushels in 2945,
This grain reached 900 acres and 15,300 bushels of production in the 1958 crop
year, Barley recently has been planted on the acresge taken out of wheat to
mest wheat acreapge allotments in Chelan County, Barley is grown in small
fields and is' located on 25 to 30 farms, The Wenatchee Valley area had 260
acres in 195, divided among 16 farms,’ In the Chelan Valley six farms grew &
total of 150 and the Entiat had one ranch with 1Y acres,

Oats, the third small grain crop has increased in acreage nearly four
times since 1939, This grain, used primarily for local faed supplies, reached
& peak of 620 acres in 1954 and a peak harvest of 16,800 bushels in 1953, In
recent years oats have been raised for combining as grain on an average of 20
%0 25 farms per year, Most of the threshed oats are sold locally to livestock
farms, The 195 oat crop was grown on 25 farms and the largest preduction was
fram the lower Wenatohes Valley where six growers had a total of 265 acres,
The Chelan Valley was second with 160 acres on six farma,

<
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Table 21e= Wheat ang Barley: Acreage, Yield and Production
 Chelan County, 19391955 -

T All Wheat Barley
Year] Acreage;, Yield Production || Agreage | , Yi61d Production
(bushels (bushels ‘

i(agres) er acre) (bu;hels) (acres) Per acre) (bushels)
19391 1,700 |- 13,0 22,100 150 14,0 2,100
19&01 1,500 | 18,0 27,000 320 15,0 Ly 800
15h1 | 1,200 17,0 20,400 250 2040 5,000
w2l 900 | 3700 11,900 700 23,0 16,100
Wh3! 500 | 3900 15,000 120 20,0 2,400
WL | 1;00 | 1806 21,200 Lo 2550 600
LS| 1,200 | 1508 19,000 £0 20,0 Loo
1946 | 15200 { 20.8 25,000 -30 20,0 600
19&?1 3;000 | 12,3 36,900 -100 16,0 1,600
19h8¢ Ly700 | 18,7 87,900 150 18,0 2,700
1949 1 6,000 13,1 78,400 200 16,0 3,200
1950f 6,000 | 20,0 120, 000 200 19,0 | 3,800
19511 6,300 | 18.1 11k, 300 150 22,0 | 3300
1952 | 6,800 | 1h.1 953900 300 2ls,0 75200
1953 1 7,200 20,2 145,600 330 30,0 9,500
2955 1 Ly50 | aho3 115,550 600 19,0 11,400
19551 3,900 | 17.3 67,600 900 17,0 15,300

Source U,S.D,4,, AMS, Aerie, Istimates Division
State of Washington
Table 22 p= Spring Wheat and Winter Wheat
Chelan County, 19391955
T Spring Wheat Winser Wheat
Year | Aereage | Yield Production ({ Acreage | Yield Production
(bushels - (bushels
B (acres) per acre) (bughels) {ii?es) per acre) |- (bushels)

193) 800 11,9 9,500 900 .0 7 12,600
1940 $00 10,0 5,000 1,000 22,0 1 22 000
1941 400 11,0 hi,Loo 800 20,0 16,000
1942 300 20,3 6,100 Loo Uy,5 5;800
L3 . - - 500 30,0 15,000
190, ¢ 13000 18,6 18;600 240 16,7 2,340
1945 | 15300 15,0 19,500 300 20,0 6,000
1946 | 23000 21,5 43,000 hoo | - 2h,0 9,600
1947 [ 25700 32,0 32,400 - 300 15,0 L,500
1948 | 2100 15,0 31,500 23600 21,7 56,400
194¢ 1 3;100 Fals 29,100 2,900 17,0 495300
195C | 4500 20,0 90,000 1,500 20,0 30,000
1951 | 3,600 13,0 L6, 8oo 2,700 25,0 67,500
1952 1 35700 10,0 37,000 3,100 19,0 58,900
1953 ¢ L, 000 18,0 72,000 3,200 23,0 73,600
1954 | 13900 17,0 32,300 2,900 28,0 83,200
19551 1,600 | 13.8 21,600 || 2,300 | 2000 | 16,000

Source; U.8.D.4,, AMS, Agrig, Estimates Division
State of Washington
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Table 230~ Qats and Rye: Acreape, Yield and Production
Chelan County, 1939-1955,

Qats {for grain) Rye {for grain)
Year | Aeppage |, 13¢7d | Puoduction Acreage | , Y121 | production
busiizls ~ (bushels
- (acres) éer o) {(tushels) || (acres) per acre) {bushels)

1939 150 34.0 5,200 || Lo . 8.5 340
i9h0| 200 28:0 5,600 L0 11,0 | kbo
19421 300 29.0 8,7C0 ||. 60 23,0 1,380
1943 220 26,5 5,830 .30 13,0 390
9L 1 170 11,0 1,370 10 11,0 - 110
19L5 | 160 26,0 1,150 10 10,0 100 -
L6 170 28,0 L, 760 10 8,0 80
1947 | 150 3250 Iy, 650 50 6.0 300
1948 | 220 2L .0 5,280 70 9.0 630
L9 | 180 24,0 4,320 90 6,0 sLo
1950 210 27.0 5,670 70 7.0 490
1951 250 29,0 7,250 30 12.0 360
1952 | 250 2.8 6,200 20 20,0 200
1953 | 560 28.0 15,700 ws - -~
195 | 620 27.0 16,760 || == — ~—

T 1955 1 hoo 33.1 16,200 20 8,0 160

Source: U.S.DA., 8MS, Agric, Bstimates Division
State of Washington

Rye, which was formerly important as a ploneer feed grain crop, has been
a minor crop in the last 15 years, growing on only a few fairms, It reached
higher~than-average acrsages of 70 to 90 acres in the 1948-1950 period,

Field Corn ' _ --

Field corn for grains has dropped considerably below the production of
the World War II years. A decrease in hog numbers and a decline in feeding
of eracked corn to catile have been two factors in the decline, Another has
been an increasing practice of cutting field corn in the green stage for silage,
Field corn harvested for grain was only 10 acres found on three farms in the
195 Census, In the same year two farms reported a total of 22 acres cut. for
silage, This was far below the volume in 194} when 210 acres were harvested
for grain on over 30 farms and 386 acres were cut for silage fodder, '

Potatogg

Potatoes for commercial sale or home use show a marketl decline in recent
censuses, In 19239 about 200 farms planted a totcl of 180 acres of potatoes
and harvested 7,450 sacks., By 1954 the Census found .2l farms growing only a
total of 20 acres and harvesting 2,420 sacks, The large number of farms re-
porting potatoes indicates most of the erop was grown in kitchen gardens for
home use or cattle feed, In most years there is little or no commercial potato
growing, Potatoes are imported and most Chelan farmers buy their potato sup-
piles from city markets,
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Table 2k,~ Field Corn ;nd”"Potatoes: Acreage, Yleld and Production
Chelan County, 1939-1955

_T3eld Corn (for grain) : ____Potatoes 1/
~ Yield : - Yield .
Year|icreage Production {{Acreage ; Production
: {acres) | {Dushels (bushels) || (acres) (100-1b. bags {100~1b bags)
per acre) . per- acre)
1939 180 15.0 2,830 180" L2 7,450 =0
940" 160 3,2 . 5,000 . - ~— oo
941 160 | 25,4 14,050 - o .
o 19k2y 210 | 2h.0 5,030 - e - "
1943] 190 19,0 3,610 v —— -~
SA9hh) 240 29,0 6,950 150 75 10,670
95| 180 33.9 6,100 s 00 ——
1946| 1kho 35.4 5,100 o - -
19471 100 36,0 3,600 - - -
1948| 50 34,0 1,700 - one ~--
1949 100 2h.0 2,400 60 86 5,190
+ 1950 70 32.9 1 2,300 e - —
1951 50 2l .l 1,220 - | - -
19521 30 38,0 1,440 — - —
1953 20 " | 34,0 680 e e -
195} 10 33,0 1 330 20 i : 2,420
. 1985( 10 | Lo,0 Loo - ~— -
1/ There are no data available for intercensal years on potatoes,

Source: U,S, Census, Agricultube,

Hay-and Silage

 Forage crops of alfalfa, timothy and clover, and other hay and silage

are an importent part of Chelan livestock farming, These crops for local use
and some cash sales have not changed greatly in acréage over the last 15 years,
There hzve been only slight decreases in legume and ‘grasshay and a small ine
erease in alfalfa, Host production has been on general and livestock farms

" ‘Yo support the livestock population which includes nearly 9,000 head of cattle,
2,800 sheep, and 1,000 horses, All hay and silage ctrops have taken up 6,300
to 6,665 acres in recent crop years, , o .

Alf'alfa is the most important forage ecrop,. About 330 farms have been
-growing alfalfa recently, the crop ranging from 3,800 acres Eﬂ 1946 to a peak
of 6,100 acres in-1941, Total production reached a peak of 17,800 tons in
1943 and was at a'-IoF of 5,300 tons in 1951, Most alfalfa is grown in irri. Y
gated feyrms and is generally in the lower, level valley floor lands, Areas i
of heaviest production are in the middle and upper Wenatchee Valley and the -
Chelan-ilanson aréa, About 60 farms made commercial sales totaling 1,645 tons o~
of alfalfa to local and western Washington markets in 1951,

_ Oats and other small grains cut for hay and straw are the second most
important hay forages., Grain hay has been cut from 2,000 to 1,000 acres
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annually on 90 to 1h0 farms. Sales are qulte small and, with exception of 250
s, the er " v : . azTig :

Clover and timothy, wild hay and various grasses and legumes cut for

' allage, round out the forage crops. GlOVer and timothy is llmited to about 20

common in the wetter and cooler upper Wenatchee Valley, Less than 20 farms
harvest wild hay from a total of about 250 acres anmually, Clover and wild
hay have been declining in importance as alfalfa and silage cuttings inecreases
In 1954 there was an indicated increase in the processing of grasses, alfalfa,
clover and small grains for silage, Silage reached a new peak harvest of 19030
tons cut from 140 acres distrlbuted over 7 farms,

Table 25,~ Clover~Timothy Hay and Alfalfs Hay
Acreage, Yield and Production
~ Chelan County, 1939-1955,

Clover and Timothy Bay Aifaifa Hay

Year | Acreage %izig Production || Acreage %zii: Production

(acres) per agre) (tons) (acres) per acre) (tons)
1939 ( 610 11 700 4,100 2,0 8,200
19401 5Lo o6 350 5,000 2,1 -10,500
W91 650 1.9 1,210 6,100 2ol 14,600
k2| 770 b L8c 5,800 262 12,800
19431 880 1,1 980 £,300 2.8 14,800
9kL | 800 1,2 970 1;,700 2,0 9,400
951 720 1,2 860 14,300 240 8,600
1946 | 600 1.3 760 3,800 242 8,400
947 3530 1.3 700 3,900 2.1 8,300
9481 Loo 1,5 630 3,600 | 2.l 8,600
W9 | 370 1.3 L0 h,200 . 8,000
1950) L0O 3,1 1,230 L,500 2.5 11,300
1951 390 29 1’1ﬁ° u,aoo 1,1 5,300
1952 ] 380 2,5 oLo 5,100 1.3 6,700
19531 360 2.3 830 4,700 2.1 10,000
195L | 340 1,2 Loo L, 300 24l 10,400
19551 360 1.7 620 4,400 207 11,800

Source: U,S, Dept, of Agric,, AMS, Estimates
Diviaion, State of Washington,

Vegetables

With most of its best irrigated land in tree fruits and forage crops,
Chelan County agriculture is characterized by a small and declining production
of vegetables. Distance from large urban markets, the choice of most farmers
to specialize in fruit; and colder elimatic conditions are major explanations
for this pattern of crops, 'In 195k, there were only 18 commercial vegetable
farms and they were operating on a small scale with a total growing area of
about 10 acres, About five years sarlier there were 30 growers with a total
crop of 20 mcres, Vegetable growing for home use, or the practice of keeping



cheh gardens, was found en 1,215 farms.3n 1949 and on only 987 in }95h;
the Leatting veg 5 harves 3 SLHUECT KR E markel = JoU Crop
year were sweet corn (L acres), tomatoes (3), asparegus {1) and only fractions
of acres of green beans, onions; cucumbers and peas, Commercial outlets were
mainly “he fresh retail market in Wenatchee, Chelan and obher local towns,
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Berries

Interest in berry growing has shown a deelining trend in recent years,
There were only 17 farms with a total of four acres emmerated in the 195L
Census, In the 1949 enumeration there were 11 acres distributed over 28 farms,
Berries are grown on farms in fractions of acres primarily for local use and
some local fresh market retailing, Less than 36,000 pounds of all berries are
harvested vhich does not meet the consumer demand in Chelan County. The most
common: berries grown in farm gardens are raspberries (L acres),. strawberries
(L), ‘and boysenberries (1), and fractions of acres of geoseberries, blacke
bYerries and loganberries, '

o ox

Nursery and Greenhouse Products

Chelan County has an important nursery industry which ranked 1hth in the
state in 195L, and has been as high as ninth in previous years, There are
about 10 nurserymen and greenhouse operators and their combined sales have
ranged Between {77,000 up to $190,000 per year since 1949, Important products
are fruit nursery trees and grafited whips for replanting or expanding apple,
pear, cherry and other orchards., The industry is mainly centered at Wenatchee,
where a large mursery company .and some individual.farms grow and wholesale mur—
sery fruit trees, berry plants and vines as well as ornamental landscaping
plants, Greenhouse space, increasing in Chelan County ih recent years, amounts
to about 114,000 square feet, sixth largest among Washington counties,

Table 26,~ Horticultural Specialties: Nursery Products, Greenhouse
Products, Flowers, Plants, Bulbs, Seeds, Mushrooms and N
: ' other Special Plants.
Chﬁlan County, 193 9"195,)4.

—_— —

Nursery Products /|Flowers and flowering plants, bulbs and seeds;

(shrubs, trees and . Vegetebles, vegetable seeds, plants, mushrooms
Census ornamemtals)-  grown in fields & under glass foy 33139 _
Tear Acres §Sa1es fram‘:«Acres in .Greenhousefsp%ce Salegs from famms
Planted, Murseries ' open fields (square fee during the year
; i 1__under glass) b
[ . i -
L% L6 I #2200 b 6,560 $ 58,995 ;
R '-/ - - ' - —e- -~ -‘\
2948 5 | $29;315 } 6 | 96,90 $161,350
1950 1 B 1 $9,930 1 6 | 133,%00 § 67,354
1/ No Census data arve available for 19hke - . ~

Source: U.S, Cénéus, Agricﬁltureo



